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POWSHONOR ROLL

2000 — Hank Ballard, Jack Engel, Marty Engel, Evelyn Horner, Bud Isaaces, Geri
Isaaces, Joe Knight, Don Lacey, Don Lewis, Irv Mayhew, Al (Misty)
Moorman, Bob Onstott, Ken ‘Shorty’ Reeves, G. H. ‘Rod’ Rodriguez, Phil
Schwendt, Joe Settlemires, Bob Smoot, Roy J. Stane, Harrell J. Tervooren,
Wilber (Web) Tipton, Steve Vaughn, Johnny Wakely.

2001 - Tony Arana, Gary Bloxsom, Bob Boatright, Gary Bryant, Dwight Cook,
Sammy Daulong, Keith Holter, Dave Karr, LeRoy King, Billy McBay,
Charlie McBay, Bobby McBay, Billy Mize, ‘Barney Paul’ Northcut,
Johnny Patterson, Arthur “Ray” Poe, Buddy Ray, Jay Riley, Ray Shawley,
Dennis Slaght, Travis Smith, DaynaWills, Buddy Wilson.

2002 - Gerry Adamus, Vic Ashmead, Wanda J Blevins, Roy Lee Brown, Robert
Burton, Dugg Callins, Bill Dessens, Don Gillespie, Mike Gross, Kelli Grant,
Tommy Howser, Cliff Mitchell, Joe Mitchell, Tom Morrel, Charlie
Mudford, Alton Simpson, Norm Stephens, Roy Warmack, JimmyWebb.

2003 — Bill Adams, David Allen, Paul Anastasio, James “Deacon” Anderson,
Jimmy L Burrell, Clarence Buell Cagle, John “Dusty” Carroll, George Cecil,
Carolyn Coker, Sandy Coker, Roy Ferguson, Jack Hutchinson, Bob Kdlly,
Harlan Kubos, Mel LaBoyne, David Menefee, Jm Neson, Tommy
Thomsen, Les Wamboldt, Lynn Ward, W. K. "Pee Wee" Whitewing.

2004 — Vernon Carson, Buddy Ferguson, Jim Grabowske, Harold Hubbard, Evan
Kemp, Lucky Lee Leise, K. C. Don Maddox, Obie Noonkester,
"Speedy" Price, "Shorty Joe" Quartuccio, D. "Sandy" Sanderson, Ted
Scanlon, Chuck Smith, Morey Sullivan, George Uptmor, Jr., Jack Wohl,
Jimmy Young, Curtice Williams.

2005 — Darrell Anderson, Roy Ayres, Lou Bischoff, Don Burnham, Gene Carter,
Phil Cavin, Marian Hall, Earl Hill, Lloyd Hooper, Charlie Hull, Darrell
Dean Klein, Lee Loyd, Jm Neel, Candy Noe, Bill O@onnor, Bert
Rivera, Jmmy Rivers, J., Harold "Pete" Scholz, Cubby Slayton, J. D.
Walters, Kenny Williamson.

2006 — L. C. Agnew, Dave Alexander, Mike Bennett, LeRoy (Sonny) Brigge,
Lary Broad, Judy Collender, Mark Dessens, Bill Enyeart, Wayne
Glasson, Pat Goodbla, Dave Holter, "Big Ed" Kaestner, Telia Summy-
Lewis, Patty McConnell, Jody Meredith, Ray Price, Dean Rankin,
Lou Rochdlle, Jim (Snyder) Schneider, Smokey Silver, Dean Simmons,
Les Tucker, Chuck Woods.

2007 — Chet Calcote, Bill Compton, Jimmy Cox, Patrick Gore, Bud Harger, Steve
Hathaway, Fred King, Herman Johnson, Jim Johnson, Larry Lange,
TravisMcCann, GloriaMiers, Stan Remick, Tom Rose, W. A. "Tommy"
Thornton, H. "Buck" Wacker.



POWSHONOR ROLL

1991 - Les ‘Carrot Top’ Anderson, Bill Boyd, Jim Boyd, Marty Dahlgren, Burt
Dudder, Frank Elder, Texas Jm Lewis, Marvin ‘Smokey’ Montgomery,
Rocky Rauch, The Rowe Brothers Band, Bob Wills.

1992 - Billy Armstrong, Jesse Ashlock, Don Berkshire, Truitt Cunningham,
Johnny Cuviello, Bud Duncan, Glynn Duncan, Loyd Jones, Bobby Koefer,
The McKinney Sisters, Tiny Moore, Cotton Roberts, Vance Terry, Billy
Jack Wills, Johnny Lee Wills.

1993 - Joe Avants, Jimmy Benjamin, Spade Cooley, Larry ‘Pedro’ DePaul,
Johnny Gimble, Ronnie Hutchinson, Norman Phelps, Willie Phelps, Ray
Robinson, Smokey Rogers, Andrew ‘Cactus Soldi, Floyd Tillman, Ivan
Wood, Jimmy Thomason, R. T. ‘Windy’ Wood.

1994 - Dick Barrett, Lonnie Bell, Ted Daffan, Slim Dossey, Paul Harper, Moon
Mullican, Leon Rausch, Herb Remington, Buck Ritchey, Jimmy Wakely,
Bob White (stedl guitar), Tex Williams, Luke Wills.

1995 — Shelly Lee Alley, Shelly Lee Alley, J., Sid Barnes, Bus Boyk, Billy
Briggs, Clyde Brewer, Cliff Bruner, Skeeter Elkin, Red Gillean, Harley
Hess, Adolph Hofner, Emil ‘Bash’ Hofner, Hank Penny, Tommy Perkins,
Leon ‘Pappy’ Selph, Eldon Shamblin, Hank Thompson.

1996 — Gene Albright, Stogy Buckhorn, Bob Cobb, Bob Dunn, Jerry Emery, Pat
Gerow, Dave ‘Pappy’ Hamel, Dick Heil, Gary Howe, JohnnyJansen, Buck
Wayne Johnston, Rose Maddox, Sam Necochea, Bill Pray, Bobby Reeves,
Glen ‘Blub’ Rhees, Jelly Sanders, Glen Tarver, Elmer Tippe, Tommy
Turman, Cindy Walker, Dae Wilson.

1997 — John Barwis, Clarence Boyd, Bill Brooker, Tommy Duncan, Earl Finley,
Bill Garner, Bobby Gilstrap, Ray Jensen, Curly Lewis, Kenny Lowrey,
Bobby MacAvoy, Dick McComb, Charlie Moore, Joaquin Murphey,
Bill Philley, Wade Ray, Jmmy Rivers, Jim Sanderson, Myron Sautter,
Norm Shaffer, Bobby Wynne, Jack Wyse.

1998 — Troy Burgin, Carolina Cotton, Roy Cowan, Cleo Gilstrap, Rocky Gregg,
Ted Kiger, Bob Kley, Judy Klotzer, Judy Knight, Lee Knight,
Eddie McAlvain, Gene Ochitwa, Jack Osborn, Stan Peters, Bernie Rogers,
Boyd Rogers, Bob Rosenquist, Burr Sanders, Al ‘Smokey’ Stutzke,
Wayne Thomas, Jimmy Wyble.

1999 - Lisa Barrett, Lafe Henry ‘Curly’ Booth, Albert E. Brumley Sr, Billy
Champion, James Champion, Joe Champion, Ken Carter, Harry Lee
Coffman, Bobby Dixon, Darrell Downing, Bob Dolle, Bill Gilbert,
Chuck Hayes, Odis James, Perry Jones, Benny Kubiak, John Parker,
Chuck Robins, Stan Schroeder, Dale Starcher, Elmer Whittle.

IN DEDICATION TO OUR SUNSHINE LADY
JEANNIE PAULL AND TO THE MANY
WESTERN SMNG MUS CIANSWHO HAVE
PASSED ON DURING THISLAST YEAR..
THEY WILL BE MISSED.

Remembrances in their names may be made to the
SWSMS Music Scholarship Fund.



Buck Wacker was born in | | ————
Wilton Junction, lowa, April
1, 1938. He began keeping
time to big band music on the
radio at the age of three with
hislittle tin drum. Then at the
age of six, he started playing
snare drum aongside his
father in the town band.

Buck began playing
professionally at the age of 15
at local dances in Southeast
lowa. He was involved with
music all through high school.

In the 1960@, 70© and 80®,
Buck played with various dance bands including the Jambaleros,
the Collegiates, the Countrymen of Western Swing, the New
Countrymen of Western Swing, Mixed Emotions and Little Eva®
Midwestern Swing Band. In the late 1970@ through the late 80©, he
and his daughter created and performed with their own band, which
consisted of steel guitar, lead guitar, keyboard and drums. They were
very popular and were asked to be the backup band for Trilly Cole at
one of her fan club outingsin lowa.

Since his retirement in 1995, Buck has been involved in Western
Swing music as a member of the Texas Travelers, and plays multiple
jam sessions along the Rio Grande River. Buck is a member of the
Texas Variety Band, who plays a specia tribute to Bob Wills in the
Rio Grande Valley. As amember of the Texas Variety Band, Buck
has played for two years at the WSMSS Hall of Fame in Y ukon, OK.
The last two years has seen him play at the WSMSS showcase in
Wagoner and in Cape Girardeau. He has played with Chuck Hayes
and Bob Cobb in Carthage, MO and the A.B.C. Park in Branson, MO
for two years. He has aso played with the Fun Valley Playboys at
the Fun Valley RV Resort in Southern Colorado. In 2006, Buck
played drums as backup for Hank Thompson at McAllen Civic
Center.

Buck and his wife Jeanine celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary in August 2000 and have four children, twelve
grandchildren and nine great grandchildren.

H " BUCK" WACKER




Tommy Thornton was born
in Broken Bow, Oklahoma on
April 3, 1923. While il a
young boy, his family moved to
the area of Safford Arizona
where he finished growing up
and going to school.

One of Tommy® classmates
showed him a simple run on the
guitar and hooked him for life
on music.

For the next 10 vyears,
Tommy learned to play rhythm
and began to play and sing.
Then the war came along and ended that phase of Tommy® music
life. When Tommy was discharged in 1946, he resumed his music
career. After aperiod of time, he rejoined the armed forces and was
again discharged in 1953.

Getting back into music again, Tommy started playing at the 101
Club in Fresno, CA. At the Cowboy Inn, he played for seven years.
Tommy says he has played it all, Western, Western Swing, Country
and Bluegrass music. Hisfavorite song is "Little Red Wagon™ and it
was known somewhat as his trademark and theme song.

Tommy started a group called "The Country Rebels* with Wayne
Carlock, Billy Walker, Kirby Tripp and Perry Hunter. In the mid-
eighties, Tommy moved to Oakhurst CA, where he met and worked
with several more musicians and entertainers. Among these were
Dave Stogner, Sandy Coker, Cubbie Slayton and Obie Noonkester.
Sandy, Cubbie and Obie are all "SWSM S POWS inductees.

Over the years, some of the many entertainers he has known and/
or worked with were Ford Lewis, Joe Holly, Red Belt, Roy Gene,
Jimmy and Bruce Nichols, Jim Ward, Smilin€sammie, Les Phillips,
Joe Sausage, Johnnie Cuviello and many others.

Tommy is still doing what he loves, playing Western Swing.
W.A."TOMMY" THORNTON
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Chet Cacote was born in
Amarillo but grew up in Texas
and Colorado where he learned
to play guitar, fiddle and bass
and to sing at an early age.

Chet® career in Western
Swing started when he was
asked to join a band, the "Ark
Valey Ramblers’ in Lamar,
Colorado. After he finished
high school and started college,
he went to work with another
Western Swing band, the
"Colorado Rangers" in Pueblo.

After a couple of years, Chet
joined the staff at KCSJ
RadioTV asaradio DJ and had his own TV show in Pueblo. During
this time, Chet organized his own Western Swing group, the "Ark
Valley Playboys." They played shows and dances in the southeastern
Colorado area and in Pueblo.

In 1958, Chet was offered a job as bass player and vocalist with
Leon McAuUliff® "Cimarron Boys' in Tulsa, Oklahoma and for the
next four years, traveled the US and Europe. They performed at
shows and dances throughout 46 states and played Grand Ole Opry
tours throughout the Midwest plus headlining shows at the Golden
Nugget and Showboat in Las Vegas.

In 1962, Chet moved to Amarillo for a quieter lifestyle and to
raise a family. There, he organized "The Classics’ and in 1972,
worked as the house band at the Country Barn Steakhouse for more
than 12 years. Chet and Vic Ashmead organized "Texas Rythum" in
1981. They booked dances and shows around the tri-state area of
Texas, Oklahoma and New Mexico.

During this past year, Chet had the privilege of playing bass on
several dates with "Bob Will® Texas Playboys' which features
Tommy Allsup, Leon Rausch and some of the best Western Swing
musicians in the country.

Chet was inducted into the Sacramento "Western Swing Hall of
Fame" in 1999 and the "Western Swing Music Society of the
Southwest" Hall of Fame in 2005. He plans to keep playing bass and
promoting Western Swing Music as long as possible.

CHET CALCOTE

Tommy (Tom) Rose was
born May 31, 1937 in Antlers
Oklahoma. He moved to
Cdliforniain 1945 and mowed
lawns for his uncle for three
months to get an old Kay
guitar. He started playing in
church when he was ten years
old and got hisfirst paying job
at the age of 11. He received
$10.00.

While in school, Tommy
became good friends with a
great guitar player named Phil
Baugh and they worked some
jobs together, including one with Floyd Cramer. Tommy met his
wifein 1955 and got married in 1957.

In 1963, Tommy started his own band and played military
clubs. Then they started playing in different clubs in California.
In 1974, Tommy® band booked five shows in Texas including one
at the Longhorn Ballroom in Dallas.

Between the years of 1966 and 1973, Tommy had the pleasure
of working with great musicians like Gene Wilson, Dean
Ferguson, Wayne Young, Dave Stewart, Greg Lasser, Dave
Boone, Waco Jimmy Coombs, Willie Canto, Jimmy Fields,
Jimmy® dad, Huck Fields, Red Barns and Rod Rodriguez. From
1975 to 2002, Tommy worked with Bobby Thompson, Bill
Cornett, Bobby Montes, Marty James, Pete Adams, Cliff
Brizendine, and Gary Howe atime or two.

In 2002, Tommy received a call from Bill Enyeart and was
asked if he wanted to help fill some jobs left by the retirement of a
couple. They also needed a drummer so they called Bill Cornett
and the Dry Creek Band was born. H P Brown came on board and
rounded out the band. Tommy feels this has been the most
fulfilling time in his musical life. Tommy and his wife Lois have
three children, three grand children and one great grandchild. He
was inducted into the WSS Hall of Fame in Sacramento in 2003.

TOM ROSE



Stan was born in Baker,
Montanain February, 1936. He
lived most of his life in the
Northwest except for a few
years in California and
Colorado.

Stan® interest in music
began at the age of eight when a
door to door salesman stopped
by selling steel guitar lessons.
His Dad, a Nazarene minister,
thought that a steel guitar
would sound good with his
accordion. They played gospel
music for many years in the
churches around the Northwest.

Stan graduated from Sherwood High School in Oregon but had
a so attended Snohomish High School and considered Snohomish his
home town. Stan attended Seattle Pacific College before going into
the Army where he fought in the Korean War where he aso learned
to sing afew songsin Korean.

Stan and his wife Rosalie bought the Lone Mountain Turquoise
Mine in Nevada with Rosalie® parents. Rosalie® father did the
mining and Stan processed all the turquoise from the mine and sold it
throughout the Southwest.

Stan played short stints with a couple of Country and Western
Swing bands in Colorado and then with several Washington bands.
He joined Mended Heart in late 1998. The band traveled extensively
throughout Washington and other nearby states and into Canada
performing for thousands of people at churches, fairs, festivals, and
other popular events.

He played lap steel most of his life and took up the pedal steel in
1992. He did occasiona recording session with various bands. His
style on pedal steel guitar helped to round out the unique style of
music that made Mended Heart so special.

Stan was well known for displaying his comic character while
singing a few specialty songs like "Preacher and the Bear" and "1@n
My Own Grandpa.”

Stan® wife Rosalie, his children and grandchildren still reside in
the area.

STAN REMICK

Bill Compton was born in
Indianapolis, Indiana on
November 26, 1938.

His Grandpa bought him a
flat top guitar when he was nine
years old and he taught himself
how to play.

In Bill® teens and early
twenties, he sang Gospel and
Country with different quartets.

In 1965, Bill attended a jam
session in Lakeside, Cdifornia
The only drummer they had
became ill and couldn®attend. At that point they asked Bill if he
could play drums. He said "no, but he would try." That was the
beginning of Bill®playing and singing career.

Bill has worked with many "Western Swing" and "Country"
groups. Buck Wayne and the Buckshots, Sam Necochea and the
Western Playboys, Ray Poe and the Pickin©Time Band, and the
Country Acesjust to name afew.

For a number of years, Bill has led a four-piece group known as
the Fugitives. They are very popular on the music scene in Southern
California. Their music is a mix of country, western swing, and a
dash of 50@favorites.

Bill has had the privilege of sitting in with Les Paul, Hank
Thompson, Barbara Mandrel, Jimmy Dickens, Jim Soldi, Kenny
Vernon, as well as many others.

Bill has been a member of the Seattle Western Swing Music
Society since 2006 He is very dedicated to Western Swing Music
and to Country Music. He is a strong supporter of Western Swing
Music and continues to help in its preservation. Bill makes his home
in El Cgjon, California.

BILL COMPTON



Jmmy Cox was born in
Memphis, Texas on February 9,
1930. In 1935, his family
moved to Muleshoe, Texas
where he sang in church and
school. 1n 1949, Jimmy formed
a small band of four, playing at
square dances and rodeos. He
played rhythm guitar and was
the vocalist for the band.

Jmmy had a program on
KICA radio in Clovis, New
Mexico and later was the
vocalist for Clyde Miller and
the Sunshine Valley Boys. This
led Jimmy to play and sing for Bob Tucker. When he needed to, he
also played stand-up bass.

In 1953, Jmmy formed his own band and played at the Clover
Club in Amarillo. There he backed up stars such as Sonny James,
George Morgan, Tommy Duncan, George Jones, Lefty Frizzell, Roy
Clark and Ferlin Huskey to name a few.

Jimmy had in his band from time to time musicians such as Vic
Ashmead, Harry Coffman, Jimmy Young, Ray Hunter, Kenny
Williamson, Jr. Keith and Lloyd Wheeler to name a few. Jmmy®
band had a Saturday afternoon television show from 1954 — 1957 on
KFDA-TV.

Moving to Arizona, Jimmy played at the Morman Lake Lodge for
two years and later played at the Museum Club in Flagstaff.

Jimmy moved back to Amarillo in the late 1970@where he and his
band played at Canadian, Perryton and other towns for rodeos and
numerous organizations for years.

Western Swing still is and will always be Jimmy®love. He was

inducted into the Western Swing Music Society of the Southwest in
2005.

JIMMY COX

Gloria Miers is the first to
admit that when her husband
came to her over 20 years ago
and told her he had plans for a
weekend in Canton, Texas,
sitting outside in the middle of
June, listening to Western
Swing music, she graciously
declined and sent him to the
show with his brother. When
he arrived home on Sunday, he
had a big smile on his face and
lots of video tape. He was
elated that he had won four free
tickets to the next year® show.
The next year found Gloria in
the front row with boots polished and toes tappin©while she re-
acquainted herself with a love for Bob Wills and Western Swing
Music.

After the death of Gene Garland in 1990, her husband, Dewey,
was asked to take his place in producing the Legends of Western
Swing Music Festival. The Musicians and the fans soon became
their family. After Dewey® death, the decision was made for Gloria
to do the show on her own. She faced challenges that she never
dreamed of, but her desire to keep the show going and the music alive
gave her the determination to give it her very best. She produces a
festival that is clean and wholesome (no drugs, smoking or alcohol)
and a great place to take the entire family.

Gloria Miers Productions has as its goa the preservation and
promulgation of atruly American-Texas developed art form, Western
Swing Music. It wasin 1928 when a young fiddler named Bob Wills
came to Ft Worth and joined up with singer Milton Brown to create a
music style which was to grow and become popular the world over.
Today, artists such as Leon Rausch, Tommy Allsup, Ray Benson,
Johnny Gimble, Ray Price, Johnny Bush, Dave Alexander, Eddie
MacAlvain, Clyde Brewer, John England, Ted Scanlon, Bobby
Flores, Billy Mata, Justin Trevino, Jody Nix and many more are
helping to keep the music alive. Gloria says the music is her life®
blood: the musicians and fans her heart and soul — they help her stay
on beat and keep her toes tappin©

GLORIAMIERS




Hoot McCann was born in
Cowlington, Oklahoma on
March 16, 1927 and was the
youngest of four children. He
started playing the mandolin at
the age of six. At the age of
ten, he entered a mandolin
playing contest against adult
players and won first place.

Hoot later started playing in
a band that included his cousin,
Hiawatha (Mack) McCann (13)
on fiddle and Charles Harrison,
(12) on guitar. They played
Bob Wills music and hoe-
downs that they had learned
from listening to the radio. A local school teacher acted as their
booking agent and got them playing gigs in the local Lodges and
Social Clubs.

Hoot®family, along with his cousin Mack, moved to Californiain
1940 and settled in the Bakersfield area. Right away, Hoot and Mack
connected with other musicians and started playing gigs around the
area for the next four years. During this time, Hoot also learned to
play the guitar.

Hoot moved to Modesto, California when he was 17 and started
playing lead guitar with the Maddox Brothers and Rose Band. Then
his great love for the Western Swing style of music drew him to join
former Texas Playboy, Les Anderson®band in Fresno, California.

Over the next several years, Hoot played with various bandsin the
Cdifornia and Oregon areas. Early in 1948, Hoot married his
ladylove VeraWest. He took on afull time day job with the Physical
Therapy Dept at Scenic General Hospital but still played music for
extraincome.

In the Fall of 1949, Hoot was asked to become one of the origina
Wills Point Playboys. In 1951, Hoot took leave from his job and
joined the Tennessee Ernie Ford Show and toured the West Coast.
After the tour, Hoot returned home and to his day job.

During the next five years, Hoot played with bands around the
Stockton and Modesto areas. After his retirement, Hoot took up the
violin and he continued to play music for his family and friends until
he died February 18, 2004.

TRAVISMcCANN

Patrick Gore was born in
Muskogee, Oklahoma, on April
30, 1932. At the age of 9, he
discovered a battered Stellain a
cardboard case in his aunt®
house which sparked his
interest and led to |essons.

At 14, his height (which
made him look older) and his
desire to play professionally
helped him move to the
American Legion / VFW dance
circuit. The interest of Ralph
Fain, a fine Western Swing
vocalist, enabled him to play
with better musicians than most
14-year olds work with.

In the early 50© Pat moved to Dallas where he played in clubs
such as the Bridgeport, Spur, and Old Top Rail, and worked as a
studio musician for the Oak Cliff Recording Studio. At summer®
end, he decided to return to college. With the car packed and ready
to drive back to Oklahoma, he got a call from Luke Wills©
organization asking him to join the band on an extended tour. In a
difficult decision that he questioned many times afterwards, he
moved back to Oklahoma. Jobs took him back to Texas many times
and he got to know and pick with Tommy Duncan, Maurice
Anderson, Billy Briggs, Cotton Whittington, and Shorty Messer.

Pat holds a degree in Geology from Oklahoma University, an M.
A. degree from Memphis State University, an M.S. Degree in
Applied Mathematics from Tulsa University, and is a member of
American MENSA. He has worked as a geologist in Wyoming and
Louisiana, taught junior high science in Memphis, was a senior
research engineer for Amoco in Tulsa and taught mathematics and
computer science at Lane College in Eugene, Oregon and Bacone
College in Muskogee.

In the 80® and 906, Pat devoted his energy to his computer
business until retiring in 2000. Through long time friend Gene
Carter, he met Chuck Hayes, Bob Cobb, and Joe Mitchell, and began
to play professionally again. He joined the WSMSS Showcase band
in 2004. He and hiswife Betty live in Muskogee, Oklahoma.

PATRICK GORE




Bud Harger was born July
31, 1937, in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. He started playing
steel guitar at the age of 11
years old, taking lessons at a
local music studio. With adeep
love of country music and
radio® Grand OlI@Dpry, he soon
abandoned the lessons and
Hawaiian Music route and took
off on his own.

Bud began playing
professionally at the age of 14.
Soon he was playing with the
dominate country bands in Baton Rough and Southern Louisiana,
including the Westerners, Melody Ramblers and many others.

In 1954, at the age of 16, while playing with the Melody
Ramblers, opening for a Grand Ol@Dpry act in Baton Rouge, he was
hired by Don Law Productions, as steel guitarist for Marty Robbins,
first ever road band. During the summer of 1954, Bud traveled
extensively throughout the mid-west with the Marty Robbins show.

At summer® end, Bud returned to Baton Rouge to complete his
senior year of High School. Steel Guitars with pedals were coming
on the scene and Bud simply had to have one. He designed his first
pedal sted guitar in 1955 and convinced violin-builder Harold
Romero to build it for him. It wasthe first pedal steel guitar in Baton
Rouge at thetime. Bud still hasit and playsit regularly.

Bud entered Louisiana State University and worked his way
through school playing in bar® and honky-tonks in Southern
Louisiana. During that time he was the staff steel guitarist as several
recording studios as well. He graduated from LSU in 1959 with a BS
degree in Accounting and then moved to Houston.

Over the years, while living and working in Texas and Colorado,
he never abandoned his devotion to the pedal steel guitar and
Western Swing Music. Retiring in 2001, Bud got back fulltime into
the Western Swing Music scene. He and hisVal livein Belton, Tx.

BUD HARGER

Larry Lange was born in
Beeville, Texas, August 17,
1948. Music was in his home
from the time he could
remember. His mother and dad
were musicians singing on
many live radio shows
throughout the South Texas
area. He has two sisters who
both played instruments. The
entire family sang in church.

Larry® family moved to
North Texas in 1956 and his
interest in music began to grow.
He began to play the guitar at
the age of 13. He formed his
first band while in Junior High School. Though active in school
athletics, his desire for music never faded. A traveling Western
Swing Band once came to his school and he was hooked. The band
was the "Light Crust Doughboys." Larry fell in love with not only
the singing but also the twin instrumentation.

Singing in the Burkburnett High School Choir and later the
Lubbock Christian College Choir kept his love for music alive. He
was too young to perform in honky-tonks so an occasional party or
dance would keep hislove for Western Swing music alive.

Larry joined the U. S. Air Force in 1968 and played music all over
the world primarily in NCO Clubs, Officer® Clubs and local honky-
tonks. His musical aspirations began to take off while stationed at
Cannon AFB, Clovis, New Mexico in the middle 708 He was the
lead singer and guitar player in a local band booked by the famous
"Sam Gibbs Agency." They played all over Eastern New Mexico and
in West Texas.

Larry and his entire band are all active members of the Western
Swing Society of the Southwest and the Cowtown Western Music
Society. They continually perform at numerous Society functions.

At the time of the writing, Larry will have gotten to perform with
his long time inspiration, "The Light Crust Doughboys" in Quitman,
Texas. He plans to perform with the Lone Star Troubadours as long
as the people enjoy their style of music. They intend to keep the
dancers dancing for a good long time.

LARRY LANGE




Fred King was born in lowa
on Dec 17, 1941. He grew up
listening to the Grand OI€Opry
on the radio and he fell in love
with country music at an early
age. He knew that music would
be abig part of hislife.

Hisfirst job was with a blue-
grass band where he played
upright bass. He knew this
wasn®what he wanted to do, so
he started his own band there in
lowa in the early 60® playing
Country and Western Swing
music.

In the late 60® he had the
opportunity to relocate to Arizona where he played music at the
Waylon Jennings J. D.®@ and Mr. Lucky® He worked with Bobby
Bare, David Frizzel, Bob Luman, Sammy Smith and many others.
His band, the Jaysons, opened for many stars in Arizona including
Merle Haggard, Ernest Tubb. Waylon Jennings, Jim Ed Brown,
Faron Y oung, Jeannie C Riley, Ricky Nelson and more.

In the early 806, he moved to Kentucky where he played Western
Swing music at Diamond Lake. While there, he had the opportunity
to work with many stars. He then moved back to lowa in 1983 and
started his own Western Swing band known as The Kountry Knights.
They fashioned their music after Bob Wills and Asleep at the Wheel.
They played together until 1989.

Fred married his wife Bonnie in 1995. He semi retired in 2000
and became a winter Texan. After playing with several different
groups, he met up with Bob Dolle, Lee Oliver and Buck Wacker and
they formed a Western Swing band called the Texas Variety Band
and they continue to play all around the Rio Grande valley. For two
years in a row, they have played Western Swing music for a very
popular tribute to Bob Wills. They have also played at the WSMSS
Hall of Fame. They have played at the WSMSS showcases in
Wagoner, and in Cape Girardeau.

Fred has made many friends and really enjoys the opportunity to
play with all of these great musicians. He recorded his first CD in
2001 and says he had a fun time doing it.

FRED KING

Steve Hathaway was born
March 17, 1948 in Fort Wayne,
Indiana. He moved to
Sunnyvale, Cdlifornia in 1954
where he developed an early
passion for music. While in
college, he saw Commander
Cody & The Lost Planet
Airmen open a show for a Rock
headliner. From that point on,
his interest in Western Swing
took hold.

Stompin© Steve Hathaway
has hosted the weekly radio
program "The Cupertino
Barndance" since 1972. The
program features classic Country music including Western Swing.

StompinGsteve is an avid music collector with an extensive library
of books, records, photographs, films, and videos of Country,
Western Swing and Jazz music. He has contributed to the liner notes
and or photos of several record re-issues on such labels as Old
Timey, Rambler, Western, Rhino, Country Routes, Bear Family, and
Franklin Mint. He has written notes for contemporary band releases
on the Startone, On-The-Hill, and Rhythm Bomb labels. Clips from
his film collection have been used in television documentaries on
PBSand TNN. Clipsof his Cindy Walker films were used during her
induction into the Country Music Hall of Fame on CBS. He aso
wrote short biographies of Billy Hughes, Smokey Rogers, Billy Jack
Wills, and Luke Wills for the Encyclopedia of Country Music
(Oxford University Press). He has published the Western Swing
Newsletter.

StompinCsteve® education background includes an AA in Liberal
Arts from Foothill College, a BA in History from San Jose State
University, and alifetime Standard Teaching Credential — Secondary.
He is a retired letter carrier for the United States Postal Service.
Steve currently works for the City Hal Records and as an
independent wholesale record distributor.

Steve® future plans include a project to put out a Northern
California Western Swing Anthology CD, publish a book of his
Western Swing postcard collection and to teach continuing education
courses on aspects of Country Music.

STEVE HATHAWAY




Herman Johnson was born
on May 10, 1920 on a farm
near Sparks, Oklahoma. He
was the youngest childin abig
family of musicians. His
father, grandfather and two
uncles were fiddlers as were
most of his brothers. When he
was eight years old, he learned
to play his father® fiddle
without his father knowing he
was playing it. One day he
came in from work and heard
Herman playing and asked,
"Who is that playing the
fiddle?' When he found out it was Herman, he said, "He can play
my fiddle any time he wantsto."

Herman soon became an outstanding fiddler and he played with
his brothersin a group called the Johnson Boys. Like many other
fiddlers, he learned tunes by listening to records and from the
radio. Herman was aways a great admirer of Bob Wills, and
learned all of histunes. When he was 16, his uncle took him to a
Bob Wills dance in Coffeyville, Kansas to play for Bob. Bob was
impressed with his playing, but at the time Herman was too young
to join the Musicians Union. Though he did not become a Texas
Playboy, he was inspired by Bob Wills, and has continued to play
Western Swing music al hislife.

Herman always found time to play his fiddle. About 1960, he
started playing in fiddle contests. He entered contests all over
Oklahoma and Texas. He won most of them. In 1968, he entered
and won the National Championship at Weiser, Idaho. He won
first place every year he entered and is the only person to be
undefeated in that contest. Along with awin in the coveted Grand
Masters Championship in Nashville in 1974, he has also won the
Oklahoma State championship five times, the World Series of
Fiddling in Langley, Oklahoma and the World Championship in
Crocket, Texas. Herman serves on the board of the National Old
time Fiddle Assn., and is a 1997 Sacramento HOF inductee.

HERMAN JOHNSON

Jim Johnson was born in
Chattanooga, Tennessee and
raised in the nearby town of
Soddy-Daisy. When he was
just a young boy, his dad
ordered a guitar from Sears-
Roebuck and he began singing.
He sang with different church
and gospel groups and even
once sang with the Oak Ridge
Boys. He was ordained and
preached at a church in Michi-
gan before relocating to Texas
where some of his family lived.
All that time, he never lost his
passion and desire to sing.

Jim moved to the Houston area in the mid-70@and started singing
in different Country groups around town. His first experience with
the River Road Boys began when he heard them in a live concert.
They were very popular in the Houston area at that time. He told the
person he was with, "Wow, would | like to sing with that band!" He
was instantly "hooked" on Western Swing.

Jim had been invited to sing with The River Road Boys at one of
their concerts. The band leader, Clyde Brewer, was very impressed
with Jim@talent and stage presence. When Jim Nelson |eft the band
in 1982, Jim Johnson was the perfect fit to replace him. Jim recorded
seven abums with the band.

Jim was with the River Road Boys when the band was inducted
into the Texas Western Swing Hall of Fame in 1999. He has
appeared onstage with many popular artists over the years. Leon
Rausch, the legendary "Voice of Western Swing" has often said that
Jim Johnson is one of his favorite singers. Jim has gained the respect
and admiration of many Western Swing musicians.

In 2001, Jim decided it was time to retire. He and his wife
Barbara bought some property on a lake in Eastern Tennessee, where
they lived for a few years. Occasionally, he would come back to
Texas and sing with the band. Finally, they decided to move back
home since they really missed Texas and his "true family" . . . The
River Road Boys. After all, there was no "real” Western Swing being
played in Tennessee. They now reside in the Houston area.

JIM JOHNSON




